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STATEMENT OF VICE CHAIRMAN CAWLEY
Before the Commission for consideration and disposition are the Petition of West Penn Power Company d/b/a Allegheny Energy (Allegheny) together with two tariff supplements in which Allegheny seeks approval of a Wind Energy Service Rider.  Previously, we referred this filing to the Office of Administrative Law Judge because of the need for clarifications.  
Among other items, the settlement ensures that Alternative Energy Credits (AECs) from qualifying renewable wind facilities pursuant to this tariff service will all come from regional sources, not just from anywhere in the United States.  It also improves upon the educational messaging to consumers regarding the nature of this service.  However, pursuant to this Order, this messaging must be further refined in cooperation with Commission Staff and other interested parties.
Allegheny’s filing may accomplish two important goals:  First, it may accelerate development of potential markets for AECs prior to expiration of rate caps.  Secondly, it may help educate consumers about the availability of renewable energy products that are more likely to be offered by alternative electricity suppliers at the end of utility rate caps.  For these reasons, I fully support this interim service that helps drive development of sustainable renewable energy markets in Pennsylvania and other nearby states.
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