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STATEMENT OF
COMMISSIONER ROBERT F. POWELSON

Before us today for disposition is a Tentative Order addressing various measures designed to enhance competition in the PPL service territory.  PPL’s rate caps will expire on December 31, 2009, at which time it will become the sixth electric distribution company (“EDC”) in the Commonwealth to transition to fully competitive markets.  It will also be, by far, the largest EDC to do so.

First, to be clear, by issuing this Order, we do not wish to single PPL out from other EDCs and we do not feel that the issues raised today are unique to PPL; rather due to the size of its service territory, which encompasses approximately 1.4 million customers, we feel the need take this action to ensure that the transition to the post-rate cap period is as smooth as possible.  

It is vitally important that, because of the number of consumers involved, any barriers to entry are removed and an effective competitive environment is ensured so that electric generation suppliers (“EGSs”) will offer a full array of products in PPL’s territory.  In short, there is little room for error as we prepare for the expiration of PPL’s rate caps in just seven short months, as well as the expiration of the remaining rate caps across the state in the very near future.  

Because we do believe the issues raised in this Tentative Order are not unique to PPL, I strongly suggest that the remaining EDCs under rate caps be prepared to address these issues in their own service territories before the expiration of those caps.  


For these reasons, I encourage all interested parties to fully avail themselves of the comment process initiated by the Tentative Order to ensure that we address all necessary aspects of this important issue.  
DATE:  May 14, 2009
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