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Requesting Approval of a Competitive

Default Service Program

ORDER

BY THE COMMISSION:

On November 16, 1999, Metropolitan Edison Company (“Met-Ed”) and Pennsylvania Electric Company (“Penelec”), collectively doing business in Pennsylvania as GPU Energy (at times, “GPUE”) filed a petition with the Commission requesting expedited approval for implementation of a competitive default service (“CDS”) program.  The CDS program was a component of the Joint Petition for Full Settlement of GPU Energy’s Restructuring Plans (‘Joint Petition‘): Metropolitan Edison Company Restructuring Plan Filing Under Section 2806 of the Public Utility Code, Dkt. R-00974008, et al. and Pennsylvania Electric Company Restructuring Plan Filing Under Section 2806 of the Public Utility Code, Dkt. R-00974009, et al.  The Joint Petition was approved by the Commission on October 20, 1998.


On January 27, 2000, the Commission issued a Tentative Order approving in part the CDS program.  The order established a 7-day comment period within which interested parties could comment on the Commission’s order.  Comments were submitted by the Office of Consumer Advocate, GPUE and Metropolitan Edison’s Industrial Users Group/ Penelec Industrial Consumers Alliance.


In its comments GPUE made the following request:

22. GPU Energy urges the Commission to dismiss the CDS Petition subject to GPU Energy exercising its rights under Section F.9 of the Joint Petition.

GPUE Comments, p. 7.


On February 10, 2000, the Commission issued a tentative order whereby GPUE’s request would be treated as a petition to withdraw its original CDS petition and interested parties were given until February 22, 2000 to file comments to the tentative order.  If no comments opposing the request were filed, GPUE’s CDS Petition would be deemed to be dismissed.


On February 23, 2000, the Office of Consumer Advocate (“OCA”) filed comments in which it does not oppose GPUE’s request to dismiss its original CDS petition.  However, OCA requests that the Commission direct that a collaborative be convened immediately to develop a new plan for GPUE’s CDS program, and also requests that the Commission direct GPUE to provide information relating to its anticipated filing of a petition for waiver of the generation rate cap.


On February 28, 2000, GPUE filed a response to OCA’s comments.  In its response, GPUE contends that because its request to dismiss its CDS petition was unopposed, the Commission should grant its request to dismiss.  GPUE also contends that the additional issues relating to GPUE’s possible future filing for a generation rate cap waiver raised by OCA not only are outside the scope of the present proceeding, but also are premature.


We agree.  The scope of this proceeding is limited to the GPUE’s   November 16, 1999 CDS Petition.  Therefore, any issues related to a future filing by GPUE for a rate cap waiver are outside the scope of this proceeding, and need not be addressed here.  As to OCA’s request to convene a collaborative, the Commission will restate that it intends to convene a collaborative no later than June 2000 to consider the implementation of CDS service in GPUE’s territory.  Parties will be notified by Secretarial letter of the time and location of the first meeting;  Therefore, 

IT IS ORDERED:


That the request made by Metropolitan Edison Company and the Pennsylvania Electric Company to dismiss their petition requesting approval of a competitive default service program is granted.







By the Commission,







James J. McNulty







Secretary
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