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Petition of Allegheny Power for Approval of Annual Competitive Default Service Program Beginning 2001;

Amended Petition


Docket No. P-00001802

ORDER

BY THE COMMISSION:
By this order, the Commission denies the Amended Petition of Allegheny Power for Approval of Annual Competitive Default Service Program for 2001.  The Amended Petition introduces a one-year program developed by the Allegheny Power CDS Collaborative that differs significantly from the CDS program outlined in the Joint Petition for Settlement in Allegheny Power’s Restructuring Proceeding. Application of West Penn Power Company for Approval of its Restructuring Plan under Section 2806 of the Public Utility Code, Docket No. P-00973981.  Allegheny Power did not serve a copy of the amended petition on all parties to its Restructuring proceeding.

Procedural History


On March 23, 2000, Allegheny Power filed the above-captioned petition for Commission approval of its Competitive Default Supply Program.  Allegheny Power’s CDS program was established as part of the Joint Settlement of the Restructuring Proceeding.  Application of West Penn Power Company for Approval of its Restructuring Plan under Section 2806 of the Public Utility Code, Order entered November 19, 1998 at Docket No. P-00973981.  The petition was served on the 11 signatories to Allegheny Power’s Joint Settlement. 

On April 11, 2000, the Mid-Atlantic Power Supply Association (MAPSA) filed for an extension of time to answer Allegheny Power’s petition.  MAPSA’s petition was served on all parties to the Allegheny Power Restructuring proceeding.  On April 18, 2000, the Commission issued a Secretarial Letter extending the answer period for MAPSA to April 26, 2000.


On April 12, 2000, the Office of Consumer Advocate (OCA) and the Commission’s Office of Trial Staff (OTS) submitted answers to Allegheny Power’s petition.  On April 26, 2000, MAPSA filed its answer.


On May 5, 2000, Allegheny Power filed a reply to MAPSA, a reply to OCA and a reply to Trial Staff.

By order dated June 2, 2000, the Commission denied Allegheny Power’s Petition and directed that a collaborative be convened to modify Allegheny Power’s proposed program so that it could better attract bidders.  The Commission’s action was based on the issues raised by the parties in their answers to the petition and on the Commission’s experience with the lack of supplier interest in bidding on the PECO and GPU Energy CDS programs. The Allegheny Power CDS Collaborative (the Collaborative) was directed to complete its work by August 11, 2000. 

The Collaborative met formally on July 11, July 19 and August 4, 2000.  Participants included Allegheny Power, OCA, OTS, WPP Industrial Intervenors, PPL Energy Plus, MAPSA, CNG Dominion, General Public Utilities and PPL Corporation
.  The meetings were chaired by Commission staff.

On August 11, 2000, Allegheny Power filed the above-captioned petition presenting a one-year program for CDS service agreed to by the majority of the members of the Collaborative.  MAPSA filed comments in opposition to the petition on August 15, 2000.

DISCUSSION


After careful consideration of circumstances surrounding Allegheny Power’s amended petition, the Commission must deny the petition.  Allegheny Power acknowledges that the proposed CDS program differs significantly from the program outlined in the Joint Petition for Settlement in the company’s restructuring proceeding.  However, Allegheny Power did not serve a copy of this petition on all parties to the restructuring case.  Since the petition proposes to modify the restructuring settlement without the participation and consent of all parties to the restructuring settlement, we will return this matter to Allegheny Power for further collaborative proceedings;  THEREFORE, IT IS ORDERED:

1.  That the Amended Petition of Allegheny Power for Approval of Annual Competitive Default Service Program is denied;

2.  That Allegheny Power reconvene its CDS Collaborative within seven days of the entry date of this order, serving all parties to the restructuring proceeding at R-00973981 with notice of the date, time, and place of the renewed collaborative.

3.  That Allegheny Power re-submit a revised CDS program proposal no later than October 2, 2000.








By the Commission,








James J. McNulty








Secretary

(SEAL)

ORDER ADOPTED: August 31, 2000

ORDER ENTERED: 

� PPL Electric Utilities Corporation and PPL Energy Plus LLC participated in the Collaborative for monitoring purposes only and neither support or oppose the amended CDS proposal.
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