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DISSENTING STATEMENT OF 
COMMISSIONER KIM PIZZINGRILLI


I respectfully dissent from reopening this case.  The Commission has a strong policy of favoring settlements.  Consistent with that policy, Joint Petitioners in this case engaged in negotiations to settle issues raised by the Office of Consumer Advocate.  The ongoing discussions resulted in a Joint Settlement.  The Office of Consumer Advocate submits that the Settlement is in the public interest.  The Initial Decision of the Administrative Law Judge became final by operation of law on February 28, 2006.


It is the role of this Commission to ensure that strong corporate governance structures are in place in any Pennsylvania utility company.  It is also our responsibility to ensure that terms of all Settlement Agreements are met and that utilities provide safe, reliable and reasonably priced utility service for Pennsylvania consumers.  The Settlement Agreement resolved the issues regarding service quality and rates raised by the Office of Consumer Advocate.

I fully support the concerns and issues raised regarding equity investors entering the utility industry.  Rather than reopening this particular case and delaying the benefits of the Settlement, I would have preferred to open a generic proceeding to fully assess the effect of equity owners in the utility industry.
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