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STATEMENT OF VICE CHAIRMAN JAMES H. CAWLEY

I support the Chairman’s Motion.  Although I hesitate to jeopardize the Joint Petition for Settlement, I believe that The United Telephone Company of Pennsylvania should forthrightly explain its “commitment to employ adequate resources and investment to ensure … adequate service quality to its retail customers in Pennsylvania.”

With that said, I applaud the settlement reached by the participating parties in this proceeding and Administrative Law Judge Susan D. Colwell for dealing with this matter in a very constructive manner.  The Joint Petition for Settlement is an outstanding example of what can be achieved in a collaborative fashion for the protection of end-user consumers of telephone services in Pennsylvania while the telecommunications industry undergoes major restructuring.

The Joint Petition for Settlement provides for a rate freeze for United Telephone’s residential and business consumers until June 30, 2009.  The Settlement contains numerous provisions intended to safeguard the financial viability of the Company, address quality of service issues, and accelerate the pace of broadband deployment.  In short, this Joint Petition for Settlement addresses in a collaborative fashion many of the public interest requirements of the City of York standard
 which unfortunately were not fulfilled in this Commission’s December 15, 2005 approval of the Verizon – MCI Merger.
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      Vice Chairman
� 	City of York v. Pa. Public Util. Comm’n, 449 Pa. 136, 295 A.2d 825 (1972).


� 	Joint Application of Verizon Communications, Inc. and MCI, Inc. For Approval of Agreement and Plan of Merger, Docket Nos. A-310580F0009, A-310725F0006, A-310364F0003, A-312025F0005, A�310407F0003, A-310401F0006, Order entered January 11, 2006, appeal pending.
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