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With the collegial assistance of the staffs of each Commissioner’s office, the attached Tentative Order has been prepared in response to Direct Energy Services, LLC’s petition for approval of a Retail Aggregation Bidding Program for the customers of Pike County Light & Power Company.

The Tentative Order makes modifications to Direct Energy’s proposed program and provides an opportunity for interested parties to be heard on the record in a one-day evidentiary hearing on April 11, 2006, before a final program is voted upon at our public meeting of April 20.  Because of the need to satisfy due process concerns and to provide adequate time for bid preparation, distribution of educational information to customers, decisions by customers to opt out of the program if they wish, completion of the electronic exchange of customer usage and billing information between the winning Electric Generation Supplier and PCL&P, and finalization of enrollments, the Program, if finally approved, will likely begin with meter readings in the first week of this June.

Direct Energy deserves special praise for coming forward with a proposed aggregation program, with no guarantee of being awarded the bid even if its proposed program were to be adopted.  PCL&P also deserves praise for supporting an aggregation program and for voluntarily agreeing to aspects of the program that the law does not require, e.g., purchasing 100% of the winning EGS’s receivables.  Thanks are also due to the several parties who answered Direct Energy’s petition and submitted comments on the proposal.
THEREFORE, I move the adoption of the attached Tentative Order.
April 6, 2006
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James H. Cawley
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