PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania  17105-3265

	Re:  Application of Duquesne Light Company for a certificate of Public Convenience under Section 1102(a)(3) of the Public Utility Code approving the Acquisition of Duquesne Light Holdings, Inc. by Merger.
	
	Public Meeting: April 24, 2007
APR-2007-ALJ-0132*
Docket No. A-110150F0035 and A-311233F0002


STATEMENT OF VICE CHAIRMAN CAWLEY
I strongly support this merger and the collaborative process used by the parties to ensure that all members of the public will benefit from the transaction.  As a result of this collaborative process, all active parties either approved the resultant settlement or agreed not to oppose the application.  

I am particularly appreciative of Duquesne’s corporate support of economic development embodied in the proposed Economic Development Program.  This program proves that economic development incentives can be fostered within a competitive market framework.   I am particularly pleased that, under the Joint Settlement, all consumer groups should benefit, either through the rate base filing moratorium, the various future consumer rate protections from acquisition related costs, or through the Economic Development Program. 
Lastly, I note the important financial commitments made by Duquesne in support of its infrastructure improvement plan.  Customers tend to suffer the long term consequences of excessive capital outlays related to acquisition premiums and transaction costs, at the expense of future capital outlays for reliability investments.  Given Duquesne’s commitments for continued investments in infrastructure, I am much more comfortable with this transaction.  
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James H. Cawley
Vice Chairman
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