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On July 18, 2008, Pike County Light and Power Company (Pike County) filed Supplement No. 46 to Tariff Electric-Pa. P.U.C. No. 8, to become effective September 16, 2008, containing proposed changes in rates, rules, and regulations calculated to produce additional annual revenues.  A Joint Petition for Settlement of Rate Investigation (Joint Petition) was filed on January 12, 2009, and Administrative Law Judge Cocheres recommended approval of this settlement in a decision issued February 11, 2009. 

The Joint Petition contains a condition that would have the effect of modifying a directive contained in a prior Commission Order (Docket No. M-00061973, entered September 15, 2008).  There the Commission approved a settlement that directed that Pike pay $35,300 into its customer hardship fund, which is known as “The Neighborhood Fund.”
 

In the course of the proceeding now before us, Pike witness Jane Quin testified that the Neighborhood Fund is seriously undersubscribed despite Pike's efforts to promote the fund.  Ms. Quin also testified that Pike’s customers will receive a greater benefit if the money is re-directed to its proposed low income energy efficiency program-the Direct Install Weatherization (DIW) Program.  Under the terms of the Joint Petition, the $35,300 will be redirected to this weatherization program. 
 
The evidence in this case supports modification of this prior Commission Order, and that the following ordering paragraph should be appended to the Recommended Decision:
 7(a). That, in accordance with Ordering Paragraph No. 7, above, we hereby modify our Opinion and Order entered in Pa. PUC Prosecutory Staff v. Pike County Light & Power, M-00061973 (September 15, 2008), so as to provide that Pike County Light & Power Company shall remit $35,300 to the Direct Install Weatherization program (rather than the Neighbor Fund) to resolve the issues raised in the proceeding at Docket No. M-00061973; and further, that such modification does not constitute a material change to the September 15, 2008 Opinion and Order at Docket No. M-00061973.
While we should approve this portion of the Joint Petition, our action should not be seen as condoning Pike County's non-compliance with our September 15, 2008 Order.  The Company should take on notice that any future failure to follow Commission Orders could result in prosecutory action being taken against it.
THEREFORE, I MOVE THAT:

1. The Recommended Decision be approved, as modified consistent with this Motion.
2. The Office of Special Assistants prepare an Order consistent with this Motion.

	DATE:  March 12, 2009
	_________________________________ 

James H. Cawley, Chairman


