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Statement of Chairman James H. Cawley

Before us for consideration is the Recommended Decision of Administrative Law Judge Susan D. Colwell recommending that a Settlement Agreement between Pennsylvania- American Water Company (PAWC), the Office of Consumer Advocate (OCA), the Borough of Camp Hill, and Lower Allen and Hampden Townships be adopted by the Commission. This Settlement resolves the dispute between PAWC, the OCA, and the three municipalities regarding PAWC’s planned increase in water pressure.

I commend the parties for their efforts in crafting this comprehensive agreement.  The Settlement Agreement addresses the following areas:  scheduling of pressure increases, expansion of communications between PAWC and local municipal officials, responses to problems which may occur during scheduled increases, and responses to property damage which may be caused by a pressure increase.

In my view, the Settlement Agreement adequately balances the concerns articulated by the OCA and the municipalities with the interests of PAWC by permitting the increase in pressure necessary for PAWC to complete its $60 million investment to upgrade its West Shore Water System.  The ALJ’s Recommended Decision which adopts this Settlement Agreement is in the public interest and deserves this Commission’s approval.
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