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	COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA

PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION

P.O. BOX 3265, HARRISBURG, PA 17105-3265
	IN REPLY PLEASE REFER TO OUR FILE


August 14, 2009
TO ALL INTERESTED PARTIES:





Re:
Prepare Now En Banc Hearing on





Universal Service Programs: Design and Cost





Docket No. M-2009-2123882
The Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission (PUC) will hold an en banc hearing to receive comments from interested parties as part of its efforts to help customers prepare now for the winter heating season.  The focus of this hearing will be on the effect of the Pennsylvania Department of Public Welfare’s (DPW) proposed policy changes to Low Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP).  LIHEAP is a federal program that provides energy assistance grants to low income households who meet income eligibility requirements.  The en banc hearing will address the impact that the DPW’s proposed changes to LIHEAP and increasing energy costs will have on customer assistance programs.  This hearing will initiate the PUC’s annual “Prepare Now” campaign to help consumers better understand and prepare for rising energy costs.  
The hearing is scheduled for Thursday, September 17, 2009, at 9:00 a.m. and will be held in Hearing Room 1, Keystone Building, 400 North Street, Harrisburg, PA.  The public is welcome to attend.  

The five PUC Commissioners will conduct the en banc hearing to solicit comments from interested parties.  The PUC anticipates that representatives from the following groups may participate: the DPW, the Department of Community and Economic Development,  electric distribution companies, natural gas distribution companies, the Energy Association of Pennsylvania, the Office of Consumer Advocate, the Pennsylvania Utility Law Project, Community Legal Services, Dollar Energy Fund and the Community Action Association of Pennsylvania.  Interested parties not named in the above list are also invited to participate.  Interested parties have until Friday, August 28, 2009 to confirm their attendance and name a representative who will provide comments and answer questions at the hearing.  Information should be provided to Jennifer Kocher at jekocher@state.pa.us or (717) 787-5722.  

As part of the informal, en banc hearing process, Commissioners will pose questions to the speakers after their comments.  This hearing is not an adversarial 
proceeding, and companies may be represented by a partner, bona fide officer, or employee of the company in lieu of an attorney.  

The purpose of today’s announcement is to notify interested parties to save the date.  A more detailed description of topics and issues will be provided by Secretarial Letter on August 21, 2009.  A tentative agenda will be released on September 4, 2009.  
Parties presenting comments at the en banc should submit written comments no later than the close of business on Friday, September 11, 2009.  For interested parties who are unable to attend the hearing, the PUC will accept written comments submitted by September 11, 2009.  


Any questions regarding this letter or the en banc hearing should be directed to Jennifer Kocher in the Commission’s Office of Communications at jekocher@state.pa.us or (717) 787-5722.  

If you are a person with a disability, and you wish to attend the hearing, we may be able to make arrangements for your special needs.  Please call the Scheduling Office at (717) 787-1399.  The AT&T Relay Service number for persons who are deaf or hearing-impaired is 1-800-654-5988.
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Very truly yours,








James J. McNulty








Secretary

cc:
Karen Oill Moury, Director of Operations 

Bohdan R. Pankiw, Chief Counsel, Law Bureau
Lenora M. Best, Chief Policy Division, BCS

June Perry, Director, Legislative Affairs


Veronica A. Smith, Chief Administrative Law Judge, OALJ


Jennifer R. Kocher, Press Secretary, Office of Communications 
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