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STATEMENT OF CHAIRMAN CAWLEY
On February 20, 2009, Metropolitan Edison Company (Met Ed) and Pennsylvania Electric Company (Penelec) (collectively, Companies) filed their Joint Petition for approval of their Default Service Programs (Petition) with the Commission.  On August 12, 2009, the parties filed their Joint Petition for Settlement (Settlement Petition) consisting of five volumes including their respective Statements in Support.
  All parties (except RRI), including those parties contesting the two unresolved issues, joined in the Settlement Petition and submitted Statements in Support.

The Settlement Petition resolved a vast array of issues, including a very unique and diverse portfolio of energy products that will be acquired over time, and a new approach to acquiring full requirements service using a Declining Clock Auction, similar to what the Companies’ utility affiliates in New Jersey use.  This approach will provide useful data that the Commission can use in the future to determine the optimal and least cost means of acquiring default service supply for those customers who do not chose an alternative supplier.
The Companies and parties should also be recognized for their efforts towards substantial progress in achieving the Commission’s goals established for the Retail Markets Working Group.  In this Settlement Petition the parties achieved the following objectives:
1. Customer lists to assist Electric Generation Suppliers (EGSs) in marketing their offers to customers.
2. Automated, electronic access to customer usage data (monthly and hourly where available) for customers who have not opted out of providing their usage information on the customer list or have provided direct authorization to an EGS to access their usage information.  
3. Dual billing and consolidated billing (rate ready and bill ready), providing a more optimal environment for EGS entry to the market.

4. Implementation of a POR program by March 31, 2010.  The POR program is designed to enable the benefits of competition to reach residential customers of all credit levels.
5. Creation of a dedicated company choice ombudsman to help resolve conflicts between the Companies and EGSs. 

6. Provisions for education of customers on retail choice.

Given the breadth of issues covered, the parties are deserving of much praise for their hard and cooperative work.
November 6, 2009




______________________________







James H. Cawley

Chairman



�	RRI did not join in the Settlement Petition but instead filed a letter on August 17, 2009, dated the same day, stating that it did not oppose the Settlement.
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