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	COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA

PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION

P.O. BOX 3265, HARRISBURG, PA 17105-3265
	IN REPLY PLEASE REFER TO OUR FILE


July 22, 2010
A-2010-2174106
TO ALL PARTIES

Application of the Department of Transportation of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania for the approval to replace the existing overhead bridge where I-81 (southbound) crosses over the two tracks of the Reading Blue Mountain & Northern Railroad Company (DOT 361 461 E) in Delano Township, Schuylkill County; and the allocation of costs incident thereto.
To Whom It May Concern:



This matter is before us by reason of an application filed May 5, 2010, by the Pennsylvania Department of Transportation (Department).  In its application it states that it propose to reconstruct the bridge carrying I-81 southbound lane where it crosses over the tracks of the Reading Blue Mountain & Northern Railroad Company (R&BM) in Delano Township, Schuylkill County.


The existing bridge carrying I-81 northbound and southbound lanes are duel spans.  The southbound bridge is a three span concrete I-beam bridge with two end spans each having length of 76.21-feet and a center span with a length of 85.0-feet.  The clear roadway width is 32.0-feet from curb to curb and accommodated two 12.0-foot wide traffic lanes and a 4.0-foot wide water table on each side of the roadways.  The existing minimum vertical clearance between the top of rail and the underside of the bridge is 25.38-feet.  The minimum horizontal clearance between the centerline of track and the northerly pier is 18.5-feet.


The applicant further states that the proposed structure will be constructed on the same horizontal alignment as the existing bridge.  It will provide a horizontal clearance of 21.0-feet and a vertical clearance of 23.0-feet with the railroad facilities.  The proposed out to out width of the structure will be 43.38-feet to meet current design standards.


The total estimated construction cost for the bridge replacement is approximately $4,500,000.00.  The funding will be 90% Federal Funds and 10% State Funds.  The average daily traffic count (ADT) for I-81 is 13,812 vehicles with 31% trucks.


A field conference and investigation, arranged and conducted by a Commission staff engineer, was held at the site of the crossing on June 18, 2010, with the following parties in interest represented thereat:
Pennsylvania Department of Transportation

Reading Blue Mountain & Northern Railroad Company
Schuylkill County, Delano Township, Frontier Communication, Sunoco Logistics, Verizon Business, Service Electric Broadband Cable, Hazelton City Authority Water Department, PPL Electric Utilities Corporation and Verizon PA, Inc. were notified of the time and place of the field conference but were not in attendance.



At the time of the field conference the Department stated that it would bear the cost of furnishing all material and performing all work necessary to reconstruct the bridge carrying the southbound lanes, its approach roadways and to demolish the existing bridge all in accordance with the approved plans.  It will also be responsible for all future maintence of the reconstructed superstructure, substructure and approach roadways.


The Department further agreed to bear R&BM’s costs for providing engineering and railroad protective services that may be necessary to accommodate the project.  There is not expected to be any need to alter or relocate any of the existing railroad facilities.  The R&BM will assume the cost of future maintenance responsibility for all railroad facilities through the area of the crossing.


The Departments representative stated that it was not aware of any non-carrier public utility facilities located at the crossing.  Therefore, it will not be necessary to give them any further consideration in this proceeding since they do not appear to be involved.


During construction it will not be necessary to establish detours since the Department proposes to maintain vehicular traffic through the area of the crossing by alternating traffic movements over the existing traffic lanes as they become available.


The Department has not requested the appropriation of any additional property.  It has concluded that its current property rights are adequate enough to be able to complete construction of the subject project.


The Department has not submitted final construction plans to the Commission or the parties of record for review in this proceeding.  Accordingly, it will be necessary for them to do so prior to the start of construction.



Proof of service of a copy of the application on each party in interest has been received.  None of the parties has advised that it objects to the issuance of a Secretarial Letter approving the subject application.



We have considered the instant application and find that the proposed improvement is in the interest of convenience and public safety and should be constructed.



This Commission tentatively establishes its jurisdiction over the length of the project between Station 1982+78.00 and Station 1987+26.00 as measured along the survey and right-of-way line of I-81.



Upon full consideration of the maters involved, we determine that it is not necessary to schedule a hearing in this proceeding at this time and that issuance of an Secretarial Letter without hearing is proper, since the Department has agreed to construct the proposed crossing alteration project, at its sole cost and expense, and none of the other parties has expressed any objection to the proposed project.



The Commission issues this Secretarial Letter in accordance with Section 2702 of the Public Utility Code and finds that the alteration of the subject crossing is necessary and proper for the service, accommodation, convenience and safety of the traveling public.


The application is approved as hereinafter directed.



1.
The application of Pennsylvania Department of Transportation for approval to alter the crossing carrying I-81, over the tracks of the Reading Blue Mountain & Northern Railroad Company in Delano Township, Schuylkill County, be and is hereby approved.



2.
Pennsylvania Department of Transportation, at its sole cost and expense and prior to the start of construction, prepare and submit to this Commission for approval and to all parties of record for examination, complete detailed construction plans for the proposed crossing alteration project, including the highway approaches and the bridge structure.


3.
Reading Blue Mountain & Northern Railroad Company, at the sole cost and expense of Pennsylvania Department of Transportation, furnish construction engineering and inspection services as required as a result of the proposed work; and furnish and maintain flagmen and watchmen necessary to protect its operations during the time the work is being performed above and adjacent to its tracks.


4.
Pennsylvania Department of Transportation, at its sole cost and expense, furnish all material and perform all work necessary to affect the vacation, relocation, removal or demolition of any non-utility structures, including dwellings, locate on property required for the crossing alteration project, all in accordance with this Secretarial Letter.



5.
Pennsylvania Department of Transportation, at its sole cost and expense, furnish all material and perform all work necessary to establish and maintain any detours or traffic controls that may be required to properly accommodate highway traffic during the time the crossing alteration work is being performed in accordance with the approved plans and this Secretarial Letter.



6.
Pennsylvania Department of Transportation, at its sole cost and expense, furnish all material and perform all work required to complete the remainder of the crossing alteration project in accordance with the approved plans and this Secretarial Letter.



7.
The crossing alteration project be completed on or before

April 30, 2012, and that on or before said date, Pennsylvania Department of Transportation report the date of actual completion  of the work and certify to this Commission that the work has been completed satisfactorily in accordance with the approved plans and this Secretarial Letter.



8.
 Pennsylvania Department of Transportation cooperate with Reading Blue Mountain & Northern Railroad Company so that during the construction of the crossing alteration project, the facilities of the railroad company will not be endangered or unnecessarily impeded.


9.
Reading Blue Mountain & Northern Railroad Company cooperate with Pennsylvania Department of Transportation and conduct its operations in the vicinity of the crossing alteration project in a safe manner and under control during the time the project is being constructed.



10.
Pennsylvania Department of Transportation pay all compensation for damages due to owners for property taken, injured or destroyed by reason of the construction of the crossing alteration project in accordance with this Secretarial Letter.


11.
Upon completion of the improvement and its opening to public use, Pennsylvania Department of Transportation, at its sole cost and expense, furnish all material and do all work necessary thereafter to maintain the entire substructure and superstructure of the reconstructed bridge, including abutments, piers, structural beams, roadway slab, curbs, railings, roadway paving, drainage systems, all as constructed in accordance with the approved plans and this Secretarial Letter.



12.
That upon completion of the improvement and its opening to public use, Reading Blue Mountain & Northern Railroad Company, at its sole cost and expense, furnish all material and do all work necessary thereafter to maintain its tracks, signals, wire lines, and any other railroad facilities located in the vicinity of the improvement.



13.
All costs which are to be reimbursed by the Department of Transportation consistent with this letter, shall be reimbursed pursuant to the provisions of 23 C. F. R. §§140, 646.  The aforesaid Federal reimbursement shall not supersede, delay or, in any manner, postpone the effect of any paragraph contained in this or any related Secretarial Letter or Order.



14.
That upon completion of the construction of this crossing improvement project and the Commission receiving written notice that there are unresolved issues to be considered, this proceeding be scheduled for hearing at a time and place assigned by this Commission, upon due notice to all parties thereto, to receive evidence relative to the allocation of all costs of construction, responsibility for future maintenance or any other matters relevant to this proceeding.

If you are dissatisfied with the resolution of this matter, you may, as set forth in 52 Pa. Code §5.44, file a petition with the Commission within twenty (20) days of the date of this letter.
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Very truly yours,
Rosemary Chiavetta
Secretary
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