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O R D E R

BY THE COMMISSION:



This matter comes before the Commission on an application filed February 10, 2011.  Public notice of the application was given in the Pennsylvania Bulletin of March 19, 2011, with protests due by April 4, 2011.  No protests were filed.  The unopposed application is certified to the Commission for its decision without oral hearing. 

DISCUSSION AND FINDINGS



Lynn Michelle Smith, t/a Allegheny Coach (applicant or Allegheny Coach) seeks the initial right to transport persons in limousine service.  Ms. Smith is the owner, and sole proprietor.  Applicant’s experience in the transportation industry consists of employment as a limousine driver for three years.  The limousine operation will be conducted from Ms. Smith’s home located at 210 10th Street, Sharpsburg, Allegheny County, where she has dedicated a room for the office.  The office is equipped with a laptop computer, file cabinets, and a facsimile machine which also serves as a copier and scanner.  The limousine will be parked at the rear of the home.  Calls will be received 24 hours a day via answering machine.  Allegheny Coach will operate on an as needed basis.  Customer requests will be accepted by telephone, facsimile and email.  All receipts, trip tickets and customer contact information will be maintained in a designated file.  


Initially, Ms. Smith will be the only employee, with the intention that within a year, as demand increases, she will hire additional employees.  Ms. Smith anticipates that she will be able to provide her customers with reasonable and efficient limousine service during the initial phase of the limousine business.  


Applicant intends to utilize one vehicle and add two additional vehicles as demand necessitates.  Monthly maintenance including an oil change will be performed on the vehicles.  The vehicles will be inspected on a yearly basis to ensure compliance with the vehicle requirements at 52 Pa. Code §29.403.  The applicant is advised of her obligation to comply with the regulations regarding vehicle age requirements.  As of January 1, 2008, vehicles used in limousine service cannot be more than eight model years old.  



Driver standards will consist of reliability and a clean driving record.  Applicant will provide training using an on line training program.  Drug and alcohol testing will be performed prior to hire.  



Ms. Smith has contacted Geico, an insurance company, regarding the insurance coverage requirement for her vehicles.  Applicant has set money aside for insurance purposes, and expects to use revenues from the limousine service for the monthly payments.  


Applicant intends to provide a limousine service that is available and provides timely transportation.  Allegheny Coach will arrive 15 minutes prior to the reservation time and will wait for a half hour after the reservation time for ‘no shows’.  Complaints will be handled promptly and professionally.  


Applicant’s most current balance sheet dated February 4, 2011, shows current assets of $22,000, consisting of cash, total assets of $64,000, liabilities of $27,000, and an owner’s equity of $37,000.  Applicant projects the income for one year from the limousine service to be $63,200.  


A review of our records found no violations of PUC rules or regulations by applicant.  

The applicant is hereby advised of her obligation to familiarize herself with the requirements of 52 Pa. Code as applicable to the operations of a common carrier as authorized by this Order.  Applicant is further advised that failure to comply with all applicable requirements may subject the carrier to penalties, including fines, suspension of operating rights or cancellation of its authority.  Title 52 of the Pennsylvania Code may be accessed at www.pacode.com.  


After complete review of the record, we find:  

1. Applicant seeks the initial right to transport persons in limousine service and the application is unopposed.  
2. Applicant has the equipment, ability and fitness necessary to render the service.

3. The evidence of record is sufficient to establish necessity for the service.

4. Approval of the application is necessary for the accommodation and convenience of the public; THEREFORE, 



IT IS ORDERED:  That the application is hereby approved granting the following right:  

.
To transport, as a common carrier, by motor vehicle, persons in limousine service, from points in Allegheny County, to points in Pennsylvania, and return; excluding that service which is under the jurisdiction of the Philadelphia Parking Authority.  



IT IS FURTHER ORDERED:  That the applicant shall not engage in any transportation authorized by this order until the applicant has received a certificate of public convenience from the Commission.  


IT IS FURTHER ORDERED:  That a certificate of public convenience shall not be issued until the following are submitted to the Commission and approved by the Commission:  


1.  Form E, as evidence of bodily injury and property damage liability insurance.    


2.  A tariff establishing just and reasonable rates.

3. A description of the vehicles to be used in the limousine service.  The description must include the Make, Model, Year, Vin, and Mileage of each vehicle.  



IT IS FURTHER ORDERED:  That the authority granted herein, to the extent that it duplicates authority now held by or subsequently granted to the applicant, shall not be construed as conferring more than one operating right. 



IT IS FURTHER ORDERED:  That upon compliance with the requirements hereinbefore set forth, a certificate shall issue evidencing the Commission's approval of the right to operate as above determined.  



IT IS FURTHER ORDERED:  That in the event said applicant has not, on or before sixty (60) days from the date of entry of this order, complied with the requirements hereinbefore set forth, the application shall be dismissed without further proceedings.  
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BY THE COMMISSION,PRIVATE 








Rosemary Chiavetta







Secretary

(SEAL)

ORDER ADOPTED:   May 5, 2011
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