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OPINION AND ORDER

BY THE COMMISSION:

Before the Commission for consideration are: (1) a Joint Petition for Limited Reconsideration and Stay (Petition for Limited Reconsideration and Stay) filed by the Pennsylvania Telephone Association (PTA)
 and The United Telephone Company of Pennsylvania LLC d/b/a CenturyLink (CenturyLink) on August 2, 2011, and (2) a Petition for Reconsideration and Clarification (Petition for Reconsideration and Clarification) filed by AT&T Communications of Pennsylvania, LLC, TCG Pittsburgh and TCG Jersey, Inc. (Collectively AT&T) on August 2, 2011, with regard to the Commission’s Opinion and Order, entered on July 18, 2011, in the above-captioned proceeding (the Rural Access Charge Investigation).
By the Petition for Limited Reconsideration and Stay, the PTA and CenturyLink seek a limited stay of no less than six months, to forego implementation of the directives contained in the Commission’s July 18, 2011 Rural Access Charge Investigation Opinion and Order.  The PTA and CenturyLink claim that such a stay is necessary in light of on-going proceedings before the Federal Communications Commission (FCC).  In particular, the PTA and CenturyLink cite two recent submissions to the FCC on July 29, 2011: (1) a proposal entitled “the American Broadband Connectivity Plan” (ABC Plan), which was filed by the price cap companies (AT&T, Verizon, CenturyLink, FairPoint, Frontier, and Windstream); and, (2) a letter proposal, which was filed jointly by the Rural Associations.
  The ABC Plan and the letter proposal both suggest proposed reforms to intercarrier compensation and the federal Universal Service Fund.  The PTA and CenturyLink are seeking the six-month stay of the Commission’s July 18, 2011 Rural Access Charge Investigation Opinion and Order so that the Commission may retain jurisdiction and take any action deemed necessary or appropriate to coordinate with any FCC action on the federal level.
In its Petition, AT&T seeks reconsideration and clarification of certain rulings made in the Commission’s July 18, 2011 Rural Access Charge Investigation Opinion and Order.
Pursuant to Rule 1701 of the Pennsylvania Rules of Appellate Procedure, Pa. R.A.P. Rule 1701, the filing of a Petition for Review may limit the time frame within which this Commission may act if it wishes to consider the Petitions for Reconsideration now before us.

Under Rule 1701, the Commission must act to grant a petition for reconsideration within thirty days of the date of entry of the order for which reconsideration is sought, or otherwise lose jurisdiction to do so if a petition for review is timely filed.  In this case, should appellate review of the July 18, 2011 Opinion and Order be sought, the thirty-day timeframe within this Commission must act to preserve its jurisdiction by ruling upon the pending Petitions for Reconsideration is on or before August 17, 2011.
Accordingly, we shall grant reconsideration within the meaning of Pa. R.A.P. Rule 1701(b)(3), pending review of, and consideration on, the merits of the Petitions.  It is noted explicitly that our grant of reconsideration does not stay, at this time, 
the directives contained in the Commission’s July 18, 2011 Rural Access Charge Investigation Opinion and Order; rather that determination will be made when we consider the merits of the these petitions for reconsideration and clarification in a subsequent order; THEREFORE,
IT IS ORDERED:
1.
That consistent with this Opinion and Order reconsideration is granted pending further review of and consideration on the merits.
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BY THE COMMISSION,







Rosemary Chiavetta








Secretary

(SEAL)

ORDER ADOPTED:  August 11, 2011

ORDER ENTERED:  August 11, 2011
�	The PTA represents rural incumbent local exchange carriers (RLEC) in this proceeding.  The RLECs have previously participated in the Commission’s generic access charge investigation proceedings under the umbrella title of Rural Telephone Company Coalition (RTCC).  The list of thirty-one rural carriers represented by the PTA include:  Armstrong Telephone Company – PA; Armstrong Telephone Company – North; Bentleyville Telephone Company; Buffalo Valley Telephone Company; Citizens Telecommunications Company – New York; Citizens Telephone Company of Kecksburg; Commonwealth Telephone Company LLC d/b/a Frontier Communications Commonwealth Telephone Company; Frontier Communications of Breezewood, LLC; Frontier Communications of Canton, LLC; Frontier Communications of Lakewood, LLC; Frontier Communications of Oswayo River, LLC; Frontier Communications of Pennsylvania, LLC; Conestoga Telephone & Telegraph Company; Denver and Ephrata Telephone and Telegraph Company; Hickory Telephone Company; Ironton Telephone Company; Lackawaxen Telecommunications Services; Laurel Highland Telephone Company; TDS Telecom/Mahanoy & Mahantango Telephone Company; Marianna and Scenery Hill Telephone Company; The North-Eastern PA Telephone Company; North Penn Telephone Company; Consolidated Communications of PA Company; Palmerton Telephone Company; Pennsylvania Telephone Company; Pymatuning Independent Telephone Company; South Canaan Telephone Company; TDS Telecom/Sugar Valley Telephone Company; Venus Telephone Corporation; Windstream PA, LLC.; and Yukon-Waltz Telephone Company. 


�	The Rural Associations include NECA, NTCA OPASTCO, WTA and numerous other organizations representing rural rate of return local exchange companies.
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