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	COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA

PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION

P.O. BOX 3265, HARRISBURG, PA 17105-3265
	IN REPLY PLEASE REFER TO OUR FILE


October 17, 2011
A-2011-2248574
TO ALL PARTIES
Application of the Department of Transportation of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania for approval to alter the crossing by lowering the roadway where State Route 0051, Section A63 (West Carson Street Viaduct) crosses beneath the two tracks of Norfolk Southern Railway Company (DOT 510 610 R) M.P.2.30 in the City of Pittsburgh, Allegheny County; and the allocation of costs incident thereto.
To Whom It May Concern:
This matter is before us upon application filed June 23, 2011 by Pennsylvania Department of Transportation (PennDOT) seeking Commission approval for the alteration of the crossing where S. R. 0051 (West Carson Street) crosses below the grade of tracks of Norfolk Southern Railway Company (NS) in the City of Pittsburgh, Allegheny County.
A field investigation and conference was held at the site of the subject crossing with representatives of PennDOT, NS and Allegheny County Sanitary Authority in attendance.
The crossing consists of two main steel through truss spans over the Ohio River and several truss approach spans carrying NS tracks over S. R. 0051 and tracks of CSX Transportation, Inc.  PennDOT proposes to improve S. R. 0051 through the crossing area.  The profile of the roadway will be lowered, the roadway repaved and new curbs and sidewalks installed.  The vertical clearance above the roadway will be 16 feet 1 inch.
PennDOT agrees to perform all construction at its sole cost and expense.  PennDOT agrees to reimburse NS for any costs incurred providing engineering and construction inspection services in conjunction with the project.  The non-carrier public utilities will relocate their facilities as necessary for the project at their initial cast and expense.
The construction project will be funded by 80% Federal Funds and 20% State Funds.  The entire highway improvement project is estimated to cost $15,000,000.
The applicant has certified that a copy of the application has been served on each party to the proceeding and none has advised that it has any objection to the project as proposed.
Upon full consideration of the matters involved and inasmuch as no objection has been filed with the Commission, we find that a Secretarial Letter can be issued approving the application without a final hearing.
The Commission issues this Secretarial Letter in accordance with Section 2702 of the Public Utility Code and finds that construction of the crossing project is necessary and proper for the service, accommodation, convenience or safety of the public.

The application is approved as herein directed:

1. The crossing where S. R. 0051 (West Carson Street) crosses below the grade of tracks of Norfolk Southern Railway Company, in the City of Pittsburgh, Allegheny County, be altered as herein directed.
2. Pennsylvania Department of Transportation, at its sole cost and expense, prepare and submit to this Commission for approval and to all parties of record for examination, complete detailed construction plans for work to be performed in the crossing area.
3. Pennsylvania Department of Transportation, at its sole cost and expense, furnish all material and perform all work necessary to alter the subject crossing generally in accordance with the approved plans and this Secretarial Letter.
4. Norfolk Southern Railway Company at the sole cost and expense of Pennsylvania Department of Transportation, furnish construction engineering and inspection services as required as a result of the proposed project.
5. Pennsylvania Department of Transportation, at its sole cost and expense, furnish all material and perform all work necessary to establish, mark and maintain any detours or traffic controls that may be required to properly accommodate highway and pedestrian traffic during the time the crossing project is being constructed.
6. Any relocation of, changes in or removal of any adjacent structures, equipment or other facilities of any non-carrier public utility company located within the limits of the public right-of-way, within the limits of this Commission’s jurisdiction, which may be required as incidental to the execution of the proposed project, shall be made by said public utility, at its initial cost and expense and in such a manner as will not interfere with the construction of the project; and such relocated or altered facilities thereafter be maintained by said public utility, at its sole cost and expense.
7. Pennsylvania Department of Transportation, notify all parties of record at least ten (10) days prior to performing any work in accordance with this Secretarial Letter.
8. Pennsylvania Department of Transportation, at its sole cost and expense, furnish all material and do all work necessary to complete the remainder of the crossing project, including the installation of any attendant storm drainage facilities and any other ancillary features of the project generally in accordance with the approved plans and this Secretarial Letter.
9. All work necessary to complete the construction of the subject crossing, be done in a manner satisfactory to this Commission, on or before December 31, 2013, and that on or before said date, Allegheny County report to this Commission the actual date of completion of work.

10. Pennsylvania Department of Transportation pay all compensation for damages due to the owners of property taken, injured or destroyed by reason of the alteration of the subject crossing in accordance with this Secretarial Letter.
11. Upon completion of the alteration of the crossing, Pennsylvania Department of Transportation, at its sole cost and expense, furnish all material and perform all work necessary to maintain the roadway at the crossing.
12. Upon completion of the alteration of the crossing, Norfolk Southern Railway Company, at its sole cost and expense, furnish all material and perform all work necessary to maintain the substructure and superstructure of the bridge carrying its tracks and any other railroad facilities at the crossing.
13. That upon completion of the project, this proceeding be scheduled for a hearing at a time and a place set forth by this Commission, for the purpose of taking testimony on the final allocation of any cost and expense incident to the construction of the project and any other matters relevant to this proceeding.  
If you are dissatisfied with the resolution of this matter, you may, as set forth in 52 Pa. Code §5.44, file a petition with the Commission within twenty (20) days of the date of this letter.
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Very truly yours,







Rosemary Chiavetta






Secretary

