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On January 18" of this year, the Federal government announced the formal launch of the
“Green Button Initiative.” Essentially, this initiative provides for the presentation of eleetric
utility customer usage information in a standardized format by all participating utilities, with the
goal of making it easier for application designers to create innovative programs to allow
consumers to take greater control of their electric usage,

Utilities supporting this initiative provide an easy-to-use portal on their websites,
literally, a “green button,” that customers can ¢lick on to access different types of usage
information.! Once this standardized usage information is downloaded to a customer’s
computer, the customer can choose to share the information and take advantage of “apps”
designed to help manage energy use. This system allows for innovation while still protecting
customer privacy,

Several utilities across the country, including two of the largest utilities in California,
have already implemented this initiative. In Pennsylvania, PECO has formally indicated that it
will participate and PPL has informally committed to joining the initiative as well, We strongly
encourage Pennsylvania’s remaining electric utilities to follow suit and join PECC and PPL in
taking part in this program.
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* For an example, visit http:/www.pge.com/myhome/myaceo sing/thegreenbutton/



