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Application of Atlas Transportation, Inc., for the right to begin to transport, by motor vehicle, persons, in limousine service, between points in Pennsylvania; excluding points within Allegheny County, and areas under the jurisdiction of the Philadelphia Parking Authority, which is to be a transfer of all rights authorized under the certificate issued at A-6410195 to Hi-Line Limousine Services, Inc., subject to the same limitations and conditions.

O R D E R

BY THE COMMISSION:



This matter comes before the Commission on an application filed August 27, 2012.  Public notice of the application was given in the Pennsylvania Bulletin of January 19, 2013, with protests due on or before February 4, 2013.   No protests were filed.  The record consists of the application, the applicant’s verified statement, and an agreement of sale.  The unopposed application is certified to the Commission for its decision without oral hearing.
DISCUSSION AND FINDINGS

Atlas Transportation, Inc., (Atlas or applicant) will operate from a facility located at 480 Woodland Dr., Wayne, Delaware County, PA.  The applicant’s location is equipped with telephone service, fax service, a computer system, and a scanner.  Business records will be stored in either the computer system or in fire resistant filing cabinets.  Drivers will be contacted or dispatched by means of mobile phone, e-mail, or GPS messaging.  Office hours will generally be Monday through Sunday from 9:00 a.m. until 5:00 p.m., with service available by reservation 24 hours per day.  
The applicant intends to employ two office staffers and to utilize three drivers to conduct its operations.  At hire, all drivers will be required to have a clean driving record, a clean criminal history, pass a pre-employment drug screening test, and to have a Philadelphia Parking Authority driver certificate.  Drivers’ records will be reviewed periodically for compliance and adherence to company rules and Commission requirements.  All drivers will be subject to periodic driver’s license checks, periodic criminal history checks, and periodic drug testing.  Company policy dictates that possession or use of alcohol or drugs is strictly prohibited.
All vehicles will be inspected pre and post trip for any maintenance issues.   A routine maintenance schedule will be established for each vehicle and regular maintenance shall consist of, but is not limited to, oil changes and the inspection of safety components such as tire and brake wear.  All vehicles will be replaced prior to being eight model years old as required by the PPA and Commission regulations.  The applicant currently holds three compliant vehicles with which to provide the requested service.

Atlas has contacted American Independence Insurance and obtained an insurance quote for the necessary coverage.  Applicant anticipates an annual insurance premium of $15,000 and appears to have sufficient capital to cover said expense.
The balance sheet of applicant, submitted with the application on August 27, 2012, shows cash assets of $100,000, total assets of $220,000, and no liabilities.  The applicant’s owner’s equity is $220,000.  The applicant projects revenue of $300,000, expenses of $238,200, and a profit of $61,800 at the end of the first year of operation.

 A review of the record before us indicates that the applicant possesses the technical expertise, experience, facilities, sufficient capital and other resources necessary to provide the proposed service.  The transferor has no outstanding fines or assessments, which would prevent the transfer of its authority.
Act 94 of 2004 transferred regulatory oversight of Philadelphia medallion taxicabs and various other types of passenger carriers serving Philadelphia from this Commission to the Philadelphia Parking Authority.  Act 94 was effective on April 10, 2005.  The applicant has applied for authority, part of which now falls under the jurisdiction of the Philadelphia Parking Authority.  The Commission does not have jurisdiction to approve that part of the applicant’s requested authority that includes service now regulated by the Philadelphia Parking Authority.  Therefore, only the service regulated by the Commission is approved.  The applicant must apply with the Philadelphia Parking Authority to provide service from any airport, railroad station or hotel located in whole or in part in Philadelphia. 



The applicant is hereby advised of its obligation to familiarize itself with the requirements of 52 Pa. Code as applicable to the operation of a common carrier as authorized by this Order.  Applicant is further advised that failure to comply with all applicable requirements may subject the carrier to penalties, including fines, suspension of operating rights or cancellation of its authority.  Title 52 of the Pa. Code is available online at www.pacode.com. 

After complete review of the record, we find:  

1. Applicant is fit, willing and able to provide the service proposed.

2. Transfer of the authority is in the public interest and is necessary for the continued accommodation and convenience of the public; THEREFORE,


IT IS ORDERED:  That the application be approved and that a certificate be issued granting the following right:  

To transport, as a common carrier, persons, by motor vehicle, persons in limousine service, between points in Pennsylvania; excluding points within Allegheny County, and areas under the jurisdiction of the Philadelphia Parking Authority.
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED:   That the applicant shall not engage in any transportation authorized by this order until the applicant has received a certificate of public convenience from the Commission.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED:   That a certificate of public convenience shall not be issued until the following are submitted to the Commission and approved by the Commission:

1. An acceptable Form E, as evidence of bodily injury and property damage liability insurance.

2. An acceptable tariff establishing just and reasonable rates.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED:  That the authority granted herein, to the extent that it duplicates authority now held by or subsequently granted to the applicant, shall not be construed as conferring more than one operating right.



IT IS FURTHER ORDERED:  That upon compliance with the requirements hereinbefore set forth, a certificate shall issue evidencing the Commission's approval of the right to operate as above determined.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED:  That in the event said applicant has not, on or before sixty (60) days from the date of the service of this order, complied with the requirements hereinbefore set forth, the application shall be dismissed without further proceedings.  

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED:  That upon compliance with this order, the right granted the transferor, Hi-Line Limousine Services, Inc., at A-6410195 be canceled and the record marked closed.
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