
 
BEFORE THE 

PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION 
 
 
Petition of PPL Electric Utilities Corporation  : 
for Approval of Its Smart Meter Technology  :  M-2014-2430781 
Procurement and Installation Plan   : 
 

Prehearing Memorandum 
 

On July 8, 2014, a Prehearing Conference Order was issued by the Honorable Susan D. 

Colwell, Administrative Law Judge, setting a prehearing conference for Monday, August 11, 

2014 at 10:00 a.m., and requiring each party to prepare and distribute a prehearing memorandum 

setting forth the history of the proceeding, the issues it intends to present, and proposed 

witnesses, along with the subject of their testimony.   

In response, the Coalition for Affordable Utility Services and Energy Efficiency in 

Pennsylvania (“CAUSE-PA”), through its counsel at the Pennsylvania Utility Law Project, 

hereby files this Prehearing Conference Memorandum. 

I. Background 

On June 30, 2014, PPL Electric filed its Petition for Approval of its Smart Meter 

Technology Procurement and Installation Plan.  Notice of the filing was published in the 

Pennsylvania Bulletin on July 19, 2014, with a deadline for intervention or protect of August 11, 

2014.  44 Pa. B. 4629.  Concurrent herewith, CAUSE-PA has filed a Petition to Intervene and 

Answer to PPL’s Petition and provided service to ALJ Colwell and the parties of record at that 

time.  CAUSE-PA submits this Prehearing Memorandum in furtherance of ALJ Colwell’s July 8, 

2014, Prehearing Conference Order. 
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II. Issues to be Presented 

CAUSE-PA has conducted an initial review of PPL’s Petition and testimony and has 

identified several issues that may impose significant hardship on low and moderate income 

residential customers. Additionally, it has identified several issues that, if modified throughout 

the course of the proceeding, could also create a hardship for low and moderate income 

residential customers. In relevant part, CAUSE-PA has a discernible interest in and reserves the 

right to raise issue with the following:  

a. PPL’s conclusion that its existing meter system must be replaced, Petition ¶ 15, 

must be examined in light of the significant cost of approximately $449 million 

involved with doing so, Petition ¶ 68.   

b. The cost burden that will be borne by PPL’s low-income customers as a result of 

this comprehensive meter replacement; 

c. PPL’s plan to require all customers to be responsible for purchasing and installing 

their own HAN devices as well as establishing the network connection as this may 

preclude low-income customers from accessing the full capability of the metering 

system if they do not have sufficient resources to purchase these devices.  Petition 

¶ 31. 

d. The possible scope and breath of remote connect/disconnect programs that would 

result from the installation of these meters.  Petition ¶ 35. 

e. PPL’s plan for data storage, data privacy, and cybersecurity of the information 

obtained from these meters, and HAN network established by the customer, and 

any web interface established as a result of this meter technology.  Petition ¶¶ 56-

57. 
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f. The scope and clarity of the customer outreach and education efforts that will be 

undertaken by PPL Electric.  Petition ¶ 75. 

 
III.    Witnesses and Testimony  

CAUSE-PA has not yet determined whether it will present a witness in this proceeding 

and reserves the right to present a witness upon timely notice to ALJ Colwell and parties.     

IV.  Proposed Schedule 

CAUSE-PA is amenable to the proposed schedule set forth by ALJ Colwell in her 

Prehearing Conference Order, and is open to further modification of that schedule if necessary to 

accommodate all parties.  CAUSE-PA supports the submission of the testimony of witnesses in 

writing in advance of the hearing.   

V.   Public Input Hearings 

 CAUSE-PA does not oppose the scheduling of public input hearings, but is not presently 

requesting that one be scheduled.   

VI.   Settlement 

CAUSE-PA is willing and ready to engage in settlement discussions with any and all 

parties in an attempt to resolve or narrow the issues in this proceeding, and encourages the 

parties to engage in settlement early in the process. 
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VII.   Service on CAUSE-PA 

 CAUSE-PA is represented by the attorneys at the Pennsylvania Utility Law Project.   

Electronic service and one hard copy of all documents should be served on CAUSE-PA as 

follows: 

Elizabeth R. Marx, Esquire 
Harry S. Geller, Esq. 

 PENNSYLVANIA UTILITY LAW PROJECT 
118 Locust Street 

 Harrisburg, PA 17102 
 Telephone: 717-236-9486 
 Facsimile: 717-233-4088 
 E-mail:  pulp@palegalaid.net 
 
WHEREFORE, CAUSE-PA respectfully submits this Prehearing Conference Memorandum. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
PENNSYLVANIA UTILITY LAW PROJECT 
Counsel for CAUSE-PA 
 

  
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Elizabeth R. Marx, Esq., PA ID: 309014 
 Harry S. Geller, Esq., PA ID: 22415 

118 Locust Street 
Harrisburg, PA 17101 
Tel.: 717-236-9486 
Fax: 717-233-4088 

DATED: August 8, 2014   pulp@palegalaid.net 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
 

 I hereby certify that I have this day served copies of the Prehearing Memorandum of 
CAUSE-PA, as set forth below in accordance with the requirements of 52 Pa. Code § 1.54 
(relating to service by a party). 

 

VIA EMAIL and FIRST CLASS MAIL 
 
Honorable Susan D. Colwell 
Administrative Law Judge 
Office of Administrative Law Judge 
P.O. Box 3265 
Harrisburg, PA 17105-3265 
scolwell@pa.gov 
 
David B. MacGregor, Esq. 
Post & Schell, P.C.  
Four Penn Center 
1600 John F. Kennedy Boulevard 
Philadelphia, PA 19103 
dmacgregor@postschell.com 
 
Anthony D. Kanagy, Esq. 
Post & Schell, P.C.  
17 North Second Street 
12th Flr. 
Harrisburg, PA 17101 
akanagy@postschell.com 
 
Tanya McCloskey, Esq. 
Office of Consumer Advocate 
555 Walnut Street, 5th Floor, Forum Place 
Harrisburg, PA 17101-1923 
tmccloskey@paoca.org 
 
Sharon Webb, Esquire 
Office of Small Business Advocate 
Suite 1102, Commerce Building 
300 North Second Street 
Harrisburg, PA 17101 
swebb@pa.gov 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Paul E. Russell, Esq. 
PPL Services Corporation 
Office of General Counsel 
2 North Ninth Street, GENTW3 
Allentown, PA 18106 
perussell@pplweb.com 
 
Allison C. Kaster, Esquire 
Bureau of Investigation and Enforcement 
Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission 
Commonwealth Keystone Building 
400 North Street, 2nd Floor West 
PO Box 3265 
Harrisburg, PA 17105-3265 
akaster@pa.gov 
 
Pamela C. Polacek, Esq. 
Adelou A. Bakare, Esq. 
McNees, Wallace & Nurick, LLC 
100 Pine Street 
PO Box 1166 
Harrisburg, PA 17108-1166 
ppolacek@mwn.com 
abakare@mwn.com 
 
Divesh Gupta, Esq. 
Asst. General Counsel 
Exelon Business Services  
100 Constellation Way, Suite 500C 
Baltimore, MD  21202 
divesh.gupta@constellation.com 
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Kimberly H. Childe, Esquire 
PA Dept. of Environmental Protection 
RCSOB 9TH FLOOR 
400 Market Street 
Harrisburg, PA 17101-2301 
kchilde@pa.gov 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dated: August 8, 2014 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
PENNSYLVANIA UTILITY LAW PROJECT 
Counsel for CAUSE-PA 

 
Elizabeth R. Marx, Esq. 
PA ID # 309014 
118 Locust Street 
Harrisburg, PA 17101 
717-236-9486 
pulp@palegalaid.net 
emarxpulp@palegalaid.net
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