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	Letter of Notification of West Penn Power Company, filed pursuant to 52 Pa. Code §57.72 57 Subchapter G for the Yukon-Smithton-Shepler Hill Junction 138 kV Transmission Line Structure Installation Project in South Huntingdon Township, Westmoreland County, Pennsylvania 
	Docket Number:

A-2015-2471117 


ORDER

BY THE COMMISSION:

On March 3, 2015, West Penn Power Company (West Penn), Utility Code 111250, filed a Letter of Notification pursuant to 52 Pa. Code §57.72(d)(l)(v) of the Commission’s transmission line siting regulation.  Section 57.72 authorizes the abbreviated “Letter of Notification” siting application process in lieu of an application for the following:

(i)
An HV line which is proposed to be located entirely on an existing 

Transmission line right-of-way, so long as the size, character, design, or

configuration of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the 
right-of-way.
(ii)
An HV line which is proposed to be located entirely within a public road.

(iii) An HV line which is proposed to be located entirely within applicant’s existing
transmission line right-of-way and the property of the sole customer to be served by the line, so long as the size, character, design, or configuration of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the right-of-way.

(iv) A line for which the voltage is proposed to be increased above its present 

levels so long as the size, character, design, or configuration of the proposed 

HV line does not substantially alter the right-of-way. 

(v) An HV line which is to be reconductored or reconstructed so long as the size, character, design or configuration of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the right-of-way.
   (vi) An HV line having a proposed route of 2 miles or less.

Copies of the Letter of Notification were served in accordance with Section 57.72(d)(3), and as set forth in 52 Pa. Code §57.74(b)(c), on the PA Department of Transportation, PA Department of Environmental Protection, PA Historical and Museum Commission, Westmoreland County Commissioners, Westmoreland County Planning Commission, South Huntingdon Township Supervisors,  Westmoreland County Conservation District and others.  No protests were filed.  No hearings were held.

West Penn proposes to add a new structure to the existing Yukon-Smithton-Shepler Hill Junction 138 kV Transmission Line.  Installing the new structure will increase ground clearances allowing the line to be operated at a higher operating temperature.  The conductor operating temperature will be increased from 167ºF to 212ºF increasing the conductor rating from 234/297 MVA (summer normal/summer emergency) to 308/376 MVA (summer normal/summer emergency).  West Penn proposes to install one wood H-frame dead-end tangent structure with an approximate pole height of 61 feet within the existing right-of-way.  The existing structures on either side of the proposed structure range in height between approximately 71 and 88 feet.  
West Penn avers that the Project is needed to ensure the West Penn transmission system can be operated reliably under NERC Category C5 multiple circuit tower line outage conditions.  The Project mitigates the potential Planning Criteria violation and ensures compliance with FirstEnergy and PJM Transmission Planning Criteria.  The Project is PJM baseline project ID b2170.  The project was presented to the PJM Transmission Expansion Advisory Committee on November 5, 2012.  
West Penn asserts that the project will not substantially alter the existing right-of-way for the purposes of Sections 57.72(d)(1)(v) of the Commission’s regulations that allow a LON in lieu of a full siting application.  
West Penn maintains that design, construction and operation of the proposed project will meet or exceed the requirements specified in the latest revision of the National Electric Safety Code (NESC) and all applicable safety standards established by the Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA).  All work shall be done in accordance with NESC, OSHA and any applicable local, state or federal requirements.





The project falls within the parameters for filing a LON in lieu of a full Siting Application under 52 Pa. Code 57.72(d)(1)(v), which provides that a LON may be filed for: (v) An HV line which is to be reconductored or reconstructed so long as the size, character, design or configuration of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the right-of-way. 
West Penn states that the total estimated cost for the proposed project is approximately $132,000 to be assumed by West Penn.  Construction of the project is proposed to start May 1, 2015, with an in-service date of June 1, 2015. 
The formal West Penn Letter of Notification and manner in which it was filed conforms to the requirements of 52 Pa. Code § 57.72(d)(1)(v) because the proposed addition of a new structure to the existing Yukon-Smithton-Shepler Hill Junction 138 kV Transmission Line does not significantly alter the right-or-way.  Moreover, the Commission has reviewed the filing and does not find it to be inconsistent with the applicable law or Commission policy regarding transmission line siting and, therefore, to be in the public interest.  
We also note that our approval of the Letter of Notification does not reach the issues of accounting treatment, and cost recovery; THEREFORE,

IT IS ORDERED:

1. That the Letter of Notification filed by the West Penn Power Company for the Yukon-Smithton-Shepler Hill Junction 138 kV Transmission Line Structure Installation Project in South Huntingdon Township, Westmoreland County, Pennsylvania, is hereby approved.  
2. That this proceeding at Docket No. A-2015-2471117 be closed. 
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BY THE COMMISSION,

Rosemary Chiavetta
Secretary

ORDER ADOPTED: April 9, 2015
ORDER ENTERED: April 9, 2015
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