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Condition of Infrqslructure The region's
deterioroled sewoge infrosiructure is polluting the County's
streoms ond rivers. The ALCOSAN service oreo hos oI
leost 450 combined ond seporote sonitory sewer overflow
structures from which unlreoted sewoge is dischorged into
locol streoms during wet weother, more lhon ony other
outhority in the country. Polluted slormwoler runoff thot often
infiltrotes into municipol storm sewer systems is olso on issue.

The polluted woler is ironsporled from municipol seporote
storm sewer systems (MSas) into locol rivers ond streoms

withoul treolment.

Slormwoter Monogement The regulotory bosis for
stormwoler monogement in Pennsylvonio is Act 167 ol 1978,
known os the Storm Woter Monogement Act. Act 167
requires counties to prepore stormwoler monogement
plons for lhe designoted wolersheds in fhe county. Problems
ossocioted with inodequote ond improper monogement of
stormwoter include flooding, soil erosion, ond sedimentotion
of streoms ond other woterwoys.

KEY UTITITY CHATIENGES

I Difficulty of Atloining Complionce with Regulotions

I Prolecting Source Woter Supplies
I Lock of Funding for Infroshucfure lmprovements
I Inefficient ond Inequitoble Extension of Infroslructure
I Lock of Regionol Wolershed Monogement

RECOM'YIENDATIONS FOR UTIT]TIES

A. Protcct ond Enhoncc the Quoliry ond Quontity of
Woier Rcsourccc - Woter supplies must be protected
ond drinking woler conserved. The Allegheny County
Heolth Deportmenl will explore opportunities lor
re-estoblishing ond improving o pollutont eorly worning
syslem on ihe Three Rivers. A//egheny Ploces supports
increosed use of best monogement proctices (BMPsf to
control siormwoler.

B. Support Plonning ond Funding for Ufillty
Exlenrionr ond lmprcvemenls thot ore Conrirtcnt
with lhc Future Lond Urc Plon - New develooment
will ploce demonds upon woler, woslewoler ond
stormwoter utility sysiems in lhe County. The infent of the
Future Lond Use Plon in regord to utility infrosfruclure is

two-fold: to moke use of the exlensive infrostructure
system thot is olreody in ploce; ond to help fund

needed infrostructure improvemenls by torgeting future
development to oreos with existing infrostruclure.

C. Support Regionolizotion ond the Shorod Use of
Utillty Asrctr - The complexity ond cost ossociofed
wih developing ond implementing solutions to woter
resource issues suggest regionol opprooches to fiese
issues. Regionolizotion con increose oporotionol
efficiencies, increose
the quolity of service. ed,
however, greoler inte o
necessory interim slep.

I eruvnoNMENrAr R.EsouRcEs

Lond use potterns hove o direcl effect on the quolity of the
environmeni. This is os true todoy os it wos o cenlury ogo.

Wotercourses ore o prominent feofure of Allegheny County.
Four lorge rivers flow through fie Counfy: the Allegheny,
Monongohelo, Ohio, ond Youghiogheny. Ihe Allegheny ond
Monongohelo rivers meel ol lhe Point in the City of Pifisburgh
ic form the Ohio River, which is o principol tributory of he
Mississippi River.

Pholo credit: Bernodefie E Kozmorski
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Woter Glurolity Todoy the Counly's rivers ore

I Lower Allegheny River

I Inodequotely heoted municipol ond industriol wosie
cousing ocid mine droinoge ond nutrienl enrichmenl

I Monongohelo River

I Mine droinoge
I Untreoted ondf o, inodequotely heoted municipol

ond industriol dischoroe
Voriety of non-point pollution sources
Thermol pollution
Londfill leochote
Excessive minerol constiluenl concentrotions

I Ohio River

I Mine droinoge
I Row ond inodequotely treoted tewoge ond

industriol dischorges

Post mining operolions hove polluted locol streoms ond
woterwoys with Abondoned Mine Droinoge (AMDI through
exposing ocid producing rocks to roinfoll ond runoff. Mine
droinoge con olso be olkoline, ond pollute sfreoms with
metols such os iron, mongonese ond oluminum.

According io $e Notionol Reseorch Council, in 2005, I Reducing sewer overflows
overflow ol outdoted combined stormwoter ond sonitory I lmpocts of development on steep slopes

sewers direcdy inlo sfreoms ond rivers wos lhe most serious t lmpocts o[ development on londslide-prone oreos
woter pollution problem offecting the County, I Loss o[ forest lond

: Iiru;x":m"i'Y, mirisorion
Flooding ond Stormwoter Monogement When I Proteciing ond improring ground ond surfoce
o sform hits the region, l6 multi-purpose flood conlrol woter quolity
reservoirs built ond moinloined by the U.S. Army Corps I Loss o[ noturol heriioge oreos
of Engineers in the heodwoters of the Allegheny ond
Monongohelo rivers retoin excess woter upslreom o[ ihe
dom. Controlled releoses of this excess woter help to prevent RECOMMENDATIONS FOR ENVIRONfrIENTAL
or reduce downstreom flooding. Howorer, flooding problems RESOURCES
ore still experienced firoughouf much of fie County.
Although lhere is no comprehensive, county-wide A.
inventory of chronic flooding problems, the Allegheny
County Emergency Service Deportmenl hos designoted
1 2 wolerwoys os priority streoms relolive to flooding

Nqturql Heritoge Areos The Allegheny County
oortont
oturol
include

ond other Heritoge Areos, provide hobitot fo,' o nl#"ot
diversity of plonts ond onimols, including rore, threotened
ond endongered species. Allegheny County hos 30 lisied
Biologicol Diversity Areos, three Londscope Conservotion
Areos qnd six Other Heritoge Areos.
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KEY ENVIRONMENTA1 RESOURCE CHALTENGES

ilca Alr Auomry Srnndordr -The Allegheny Counfy
m is dweloping
LibarY/Cloirton

,:,sJ;
emissions from motorized vehicles. Tronsporlolion ond
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lond use strolegies lo reduce outomobile dep"nden"y
ore o cornerslone of the County's energy conservotion
ond emissions reduction plons.

lmprove Auolity of Surface ond Groundwqter
Relourccs - Since mining hos the greotest influence on
surfoce ond groundwoter quolity of ony single lond use

in the County, occording to the Nolionol Woter-Quolity
Assessmenl progrom/ efforls to remediole the effecfs of
mining octiviiies will significontly improve woier quolity.
Addressing the problem of untreoted sewoge ond
stormwoter overflowing into woterwoys is olso cruciol
to improving the quolity of lhe region's surfoce woters.

ldcnrify ond Proicct Ecologicolly Scncitivc Arcar -
The Allegheny County Conservotion Corridors Plqn

ronks 29 conservolion corridors in order o[ priority
ond proposes thot they be protected through the octions
ond portnerships of municipol governments, nonprofit
orgonizotions ond community groups. The Future Lond

Use Plon includes recommendotions to ensure fiot lond
development tokes ploce in o responsible woy. This

includes the use of oppropriote lond development
conkols thot leod to dwelopment thot is h;gh quollty
ond contributes to the long-term conservolion of
environmentol resources.

Encowogc Dcvclopment ln Ploccr ldcntified in
the Future lond Ure Plon to Minimize lmpocts
to Grccnficfdt- Allqheny doces promotes the

redwelopment o{ existing centers ond brownfields to

rcduce development pressures on greenfields. Allqheny
Ploces defines greenfields os londs not previously
dweloped ot the edge of ihe urbon oreo. Danelopmenl
in greenfields con require significontly more
infrosiructure hon develooment in brownfields
ond in exisling cenlers.

E. Protect ond Restorc Criricol Environmentql
Funtlions - The County's obiective is to proiect ond
preserve the obility o[ wellonds ond floodploins lo corry
ond store flood woters sofely, in order to protect humon
life ond property from domoge.

F. Eliminote Pollution Runoff to Protecr Slreoms
qnd Wotcrsheds - Londs odiocent to slreoms, lokes
or other surfoce woter bodies thot ore odeguotely
vegetoted provide on imporlont environmentol
proleclion ond woter resource monogemenl benefit.
The Couniy urges locol municipolities ond londowners
to protect riporion zon.s of streoms ond rivers ond
odjocent wetlonds with vegetoted buffers.

I rNrncv coNsERvATroN

Our woy of life is powered by energy. As energy costs
continue lo rise, more efficient use of energy will be

essenfiol for ihe continued economic heolth of the
region. Energy conservolion proctices ore olso essentiol
for improving ond protecting the quolity of the County s

oir ond woter, ond so lhe heolth of ils citizens. Energy
conservolion is, in mony woys, the key to o truly sustoinoble
fufure for fie County.

Pittsburgh hos become one of fie top five cities in lhe world
in green building, with I Z slrucfures LEED Certified by the
U-S. Green Building Council.

Methone Recovery Meihone is the moior component
of noturol gos ond o polent greenhouse gos thot contributes
to globol worming. Methone thot is generoted by londfills
con be coptured, however, ond used os o source of energy.
The copture ond use of londfill methone hos substontiol

D.
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economic ond environmentol benefits. There ore currendy
two methone recovery focililies ot londlills in fie County.

Alternotive Energy Sourcer The Pennsylvonio
legisloture possed fie Ahernofive Energy Bill in November
2004. The Bill requires o lotol of 18% of Pennsylvonio's
electricity to be generoted by olternotive energy sources by
the yeor 2020.Ihe Bill hos increosed inieresl in implementing
olternotive energy production systems stotewide ond in the
County.

KEY ENERGY CONSERVATION CHATENGES

I Inefficient use of energy ond its relotion to globol
worming

t High relionce on outomobiles

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR ENERGY
CONSERVATION

A. Prolecl ond Enhonce the Environment ond
Public Heqhh by Promoting Energy Congcrwolion
ond Continuing to lmprovc lhc Counly's Air
Cluolity - Since the Pittsburgh region is in non-
ottoinment for o criterio pollutonf, Allegheny County
is required to develop ond implement o plon to reduce
ozone ond poriiculote motter (PM2.5) pollutont lwels.
The Countyt moinlenonce stofus for corbon monoxide

lCOl indicotes thol it is neoring the gool of ottoinmenf,
but will coniinue existing octivilies ond pursue new
opporlunilies to reduce CO levels. Becouse most
emissions ore from molorized vehicles in congested
oreos, the County will coniinue to work with ond
encouroge PennDOT to develop plons to reduce
congestion on Stote roodwoys.

Erfoblirh Compoct Mixed-Use Centers lhot Provide
o Dcnrc Populorion of Polcnliol Trqnsit Users,
Both for Trips Within qnd Betwccn Centers - The
Future Lond Use Plon for Allegheny County directs lond
use to designoted Ploces in the County in order lo
conserye energy. Most Ploces designoted on the Fuiure
Lond Use mop will be more supporlive of tronsit use.
Tronsit-Oriented Development (TOD) is o key element
in the County's plonned economic growth.

Moke fronsporlotion Corridors Mulri-Modol by
Providing Vchiculqr, Tronsif, Pcdestrion ond
Bicycling Optionr - Tronsportotion ond lond use

strotegies to reduce ihe need to drive ore o cornerslone
of the County's energy conservotion ond emissions
reduction plons. Street syslems for designoted Ploces
will incorporoie development pottorns thol moximize
connectivity, convenience, sofety ond efficiency for
pedestrions ond bicyclists.

Providc Inccnlivcs to Devclop Ccrfificd Grecn
Buildings ond Use Allernolivc Fuels ond
Renewoble Encrgy - Educoting the public, including
public officiols, obout the benefits of green building,
energy conservotion ond sustoinoble development is

essentiol for Plon implemenloiion.

Photo credil: Kevin Smoy

36 5wwwalleghenyplaces,com



PUTTING IT IN PLACES

Allegheny P/oces is o blueprint for the future for Allegheny
County, showing how growth cnd redevelopment con be
directed to existing ond luture Ploces io provide new
economic opportunities, rovitolize existing communities,
prolect noturol feofures, ond conserve open spoce ond
historic ond culfurol resources.

Allegheny Ploces is olso o c sive

plon will be implemented th

colloborotive oclions - not th gh
o desire hc see its Ploces come l.

through
ties,

ronls
urces by

the County ond others. Developers ond property owners ore
importont porfners in fiis future colloborotion. As 6ey work
to dwelop, redevelop, ond conserve their lond in consistency
wifi the Plon, they will be supported by ond benefit from
municipol, Slote, ond County involvement.

Allegheny
nt of the
meni. The

ies will be

lic

on o much more prominent
ng yeors. Allegheny County
comporoble in size ond

copobilities to oiher counlics in Pwrnsyhonio thol ore
populous, diverse ond committed b phnning oi o meons
b ochieve economic growth ond o high quolity of life.

County Outreoch to Municipolities The County will
d"rulop o furmol plon with locol
gwemments ond ofie progrom will
include the delivery of plonning
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services to locol governmenls under conlrocfuol terms qnd/
or the distribution of smoll gronts lo municipolities lo ossist
them in engoging their own professionol plonning expertise.

The County will publicize the Plon ond provide informotion
to its public ond privote plonning porlners so fiey con loke
oclions necessory to supporl Plon implementotion. The

County looks to ils constiluent municipolities, including
the City of Pittsburgh, lo loke oclions in support o[
Allegheny P/oces' policies. Aclions include odopting locol
comprehensive plons ond ordinonces lhol ore generolly
consislenl with Allegheny P/oces ond providing plonning
ond design support for the developmenl of designoted
Ploces in the Plon. Cooperotion, cross-occeptonce, ond
consistency ore ihe key guidelines toword estoblishing o
solid relotionship between municipolities ond Allegheny
Places.

Councils of Government (COGsl ore orgonizolions thot bring
neighboring municipolities together for comrnon purpose ond
should be utifized in the implementotion of Allegheny Ploces.

The County understonds the need for odditionol funding os

the COGs foke on new responsibilities.

Counly Outreoch fo Other Groups While
the municipolities will be criticol to the Plon's ultimote

importonl for implementotion.

Yeorly Activities ond Plon Updotes The chief
mechonism for updoling Allegheny P/oces will be the Annuol
Review. County plonning stoff will prepore on onnuol reporl
to the County Executive ond County Council summorizing
development ociivities in the County ond progress on Plon

implementotion. The opproved Annuol Plon will be completed
in time to be considered in the preporolion of the County
Copilol budgei. Proposed copitol budget items will be
reviewed by County stoff for consistency with the Plon.

nd The Count/s resources,
rough the County's generol
Authorities ond gronls from

Stote ond Federol ogencies, will be opplied toword the
impfemenfolion ol Allqheny doces. Mony of the required
implornenlotion oclions ore bosic commilmenls fiot odoption
of o County Plon implies, such os educolion ond outreoch,
cross-occepionce wifi locol communities, ond reviews of
locol plons ond ordinonces for consistency wift the Plon.

Adoption o( Allqhelrry Phcrss olso implies o commitment
to follow through with the estoblishment or revilolizotion of

more thon 75% ol totol proiect costs for ony eligible project.
The locol motch moy come from o voriety of sources.

implementotion o[ lhe Plon's recommendoiions ore identified
ond on oction plon to gei the Plon of{ to o quick stort toword
reolizotion is described. Model ordinonces ore olso provided.

Photo credit: McCormick Toylor
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