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Application of Pennsylvania-American Water Company for Acquisition of Assets of
The Municipal Authority of the City of McKeesport

66Pa. C.S. $1329
Application Filing Checklist - WaterAilastewater

Docket No. A-2017-

Proof of Compliance. Provide proof of compliance with applicable design,
construction and operation standards of DEP or of the county health department,
or both, including:

e. Provide documentation evidencing a 5-year compliance history with DEP
with an explanation of each violation for the seller's utilities that have been
providing service as well as provide a copy of any DEP-approved corrective
action plans.

RESPONSE:

e. The Municipal Authority of the City of McKeesport received one Notice of
Violation ("NOV") and order dated November 14, 2014, from the
Allegheny County Health Department ("ACHD") for dry weather
overflows reported in20l4. ACHD alleged that MACM discharged sewage
flows pursuant to its National Pollution Discharge Elimination System
("NPDES") permit during dry weather conditions in violation of the
Pennsylvania Clean Streams Law and the NPDES permit. MACM appealed
the November 2014 order and the parties have been engaged in settlement
negotiations to resolve the matter by way of civil penalty assessment. See

enclosed NOV and order dated November 14.2014.

Appendix A-20-e



RE:

COUNTYOF ALLEGHENY

November 14,2014

Municipal Authority of the Clty of McKeesport

10O Atlantlc Avenue

McKeesport, PA 15132

ATTENTION: Dale McCall, Chalrman

Charles Schultz, Superintendent

Dry Weather Overflows at Multiple Regulators;
Bypass Pumplnglong Run Sewage Pump Station

Dear Sirs:

On October 3t,20L4, representatives of the Allegheny County Health Department (ACHD) met
with Municipal Authority of the City of McKeesport (MACM) personnel at the sewage treatment
plant (STP) office to discuss dry weather overflows (DWO) reported in 2014, DWOs have
occurred at multlple regulators, A list of the DWOs ls attached. After reviewing that
information, a field vlsit was conducted at CSO #024, 5SO ff003 and the long Run Sewage Pump
Station.

ACHD records Indlcated that overflows were dlscussed at an August 30,2Ol2 meetlng at the
MACM office, partlcularly those at the 28th Street Pump Station. Reasons for the 2012
overflows included bypasslng for plant maintenance, bypass testing, pump fallures and main
plant shutdowns. At the 2012 meeting, MACM suggested that an extra laborer could be
available during start-up events to check on the pumps perlodically during the first week of
start-ups and that the contractor would be responsible for any fines that might occur due to
overflows. ACHD stated that they would like to see better oversight of the contractor.

KART.N A. HACKER, M.D,, M,P,H,, DIRECToR
ALLEGHENY coUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT
955 RIVERMoNT DRIVE . PFTSBURGII , PA 152o?

PHONE @r a 6a7-ACHD (2243, . FAX (4 r 2) 578,832s r www AcHD.r.rer



A f etter was sent to MACM on February L3,2013 requestlng details about the overflow events,
The Authority responded in an undated letter that was received at ACHD on March 8, 2013,
with rnore details about the volumes of the overflows. The letter also stated that the Long Run

Sewage Pump Station would be complete within a month or two. To date, no additional work
has been completed due to contractor lssues.

,At the October 3L,2014 meeting, MACM stated that bypass pumping had been the contractor's
responslbility. In the past, a pump company would come to replace the pumps if there was a
problem, Due to contractor issues, MACM took over the rental of the pumps in September
2014. Specific to CSO #024, it was later dlscussed in the field that the Telog meter has a sensor
located just before the tide gate to measure dlrect overflow at CSO #024. During overflow
conditions, the Telog meter sends out an ernail to both MACM and the office of a flow meter
contractor. No one is notified during off work hours or on weekends.

On October t4,2074, ACHD emalled a llst of the reported 2014 DWOs to MACM and asked for
clarlflcatlon of the volumes originally submltted, MACM sent ACHD a list of the revlsed DWO
vof umes via email on October 22,2O!4. Total DWO volume was 3.9 rnillion gallons to date in
201.4, The revised volumes were often very dlfferent from those orlginally submitted to ACHD.
It was noted at the meetlng that the crews gather the flow volume informatlon In the field and
then the volumes are corrected with the flow meter information.

The ACH D has several areas of concern regarding the Long Run Sewage Pump Station, its bypass
pumping arrangement, and the reporting of and responsibllity for the past and possible future
DWOs:

The pump station currently has a temporary 5" bypass pump set up at a manhole prior
to the wet well. lt pumps flows from the manhole, via ternporary plping, to an open wet
well that conveys flows to the Interceptor. This "temporary" systern has been In place
for over two and one-halt (2-t/21years, Several safety issues were noted:

a) The main gate is locked but easlly entered by anyone.
b) The wet well is not covered.
c) The temporary pipe is outside of the fencing.
d) The fence near the bypass pump has been cut and is open to public access.

Revised overflow volurnes were often very different from those originally reported to
ACHD. ACHD understands that meters are located on 27 of the 28 overflow structures.

Telemeterlng of overflow information is not monitored after hours or on the weekends

D. The temporary bypass pumping is not monitored after hours or on weekends

A.

B.

c,



Please be advlsed that these dlscharges of sewage during dry weather constitute violations of
the Pennsylvania Clean Streams Law, Act 394, approved June 22, !937 , P.L, t987 , Sections 201
and 202, as amended; of ACHD Rules and Regulatlons, Article XlV, "sewage Management",
Sections t404.t and 1.404.2; and Part C ( C) (2)(iiXc) of the NPDES Permit No. PA 0026913 issued
to the MACM on April 22,2OO8,

In addition, these discharges constitute health hazards as determlned by this Department,
Under the authority vested in the Department by Section 12 of the Local Health Administration
Law, Act 315 of 1951, as amended, MACM is hereby ORDERED to:

ByJanuary 9,2Ot5 provide the following inforrnation in writingto this Department:

1. A detailed explanation as to how the DWO volumes are collected and reported and why
the volumes changed from those originally submltted to ACHD,

A plan and schedule which shall include how the MACM will prevent dry weather
discharges from the MACM Conveyance System.

A plan and schedule as to how the MACM wlll address the safety concerns noted above
at the Long Run Sewage Pump Station,

An explanation as to how the MACM will ensure that telemetering and bypass pumping
are monitored 24 hours a day, 7 days a week,

A plan and schedule for the eliminatlon of the temporary bypass pump arrangement at
the Long Run Pump Station. This plan shall Include a specific construction schedule for
the completion of the Long Run Pump Station.

Pursuant to Article Xl, entitled "Hearings and Appeals", any person aggrieved by this action of
the Department and who has a dlrect interest in such action may file a Notice of Appeal, The
Notice of Appeal shall be filed in the Office of the Director,955 Rivermont Drive, Pittsburgh, PA

75207 within thirty (30) days from the date of this letter. ln the event that an appea I is not filed
within thirty (30) days from the date of this letter, the within action shall become final.

Please be advised that the MACM ls subject to civil penalty liability in accordance with the
provisions of the ACHD's Rules and Regulations, Article XVl, "Environmental Health Civil
Penalties", for the violations noted in this letter.

2.

3.

4.

5.



It is the intention of ACHD to pursue a civil penalty through a Consent Assessment of Civil
Penalty process. The Consent Assessment of Civil Penalty agreement will be sent wlthin the
next several weeks to the MunicipalAuthority of the City of McKeesport for your review and
consideration.

lf you have any questions or requlre addltlonal informatlon, please contact me at 412-578-8189
or at gbutia@achd.net,

Sincerely, n
4aa*"J$1".; ('t",\

Geoffrey M. Butia, Chief
Public Drlnking Water & Waste Management
Allegheny County Health Department
3901 Penn Avenue, Bullding #5
Pittsburgh Pennsylvania 15224-1318
Phone: 412-578-8040
FAX: 4L2-578-8053

Cc: Kevin Halloran - DEP

Jim Vanek - DEP

City of Mcl(eesport
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2014 Dry Weather Overflows for the Municipal Authority of the City of McKeesport (MACM)
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Chuck Schultz

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

SubJect:

Parker, Michael < Michael.Parker@Alleg henyCounty,US >

Tuesday, May 31, 2016 3:47 PM

Deb42357@aol.corn; Chuck Schultz
Butia, Geoff; Scheer, Michael
Municipal Authority of the City of McKeesport

Dear George:

The ACHD is in receipt of your request for a meeting to discuss MACM's civil penalty iiability. The ACHD is amenable to
such a meeting. I am currently reaching out to my clients for potential dates and times and will get back to you as soon
as I am able.

MichaelParker
ACHD Solicitor
412-578-8102

From: Deb42357@aol.com [ma ilto :Deb42357@aol.coml
Sent: Friday, May 27,2016 1:01 PM

To: Parker, Michael; cschultz@mck-macm.org
Subject:

LAI^1 CFFICE OF GEORGU S. GOBEL, ESQUIRE
502 riFTH AVENUET/ SUITE 305, MCKEESPORT, pA 15132

(4L2) 6'.72-2.31.1 FAX (472t 612-8231

vIA E-!dAIL (q>arkErGaghd.ne!)
May 21, 2CI6

A*.J-egheny County Health Departnent
ATTN: l4ichael Pa:ker

RE: NOTfCE OF APPIIAL OF THE MIJNICfPAIT At'lIHORffY OF THE CITY OF MCKEESPORI
(MACM) fOR ALLEGED VIOLATIONS OF PENNSYIJVAI'IIA CLEAN STREAIIS IJ\W. ACT
394, APPRo\|ED JITNE 22, L937, P.L. 1987' sEcTIoN 201 AI.ID 2012f AS
AMENDED; ALLEGEENY COUNTY HEALTH DEPARIT{ENT RUI,ES A\lD REGUIATIONS/
ARTfCLE XIV' "SEWAGE !ru\TAGEMENT'i, SECTIONS 1404.1 AI{D 1{04.2; nNO
PART C(C) (2) (ii) (c) oE NPDES PERMIT NO. PA 0026913 ISSUED TO MAcr\,t oN
APRIL 22 / 2008, CONTAINED IN CORRESPONDENCE FROM AI.IjEGHENY COI'NTY
HEAI.TH DEPARII{ENT DATED NOVEMBER 14, 20L4

Dear Mr. Parker:

As a foilow-up Lo recent telephone conversations which f have been
totd we re helcl bettveen Aus:in Davis of County Execul-ive Fitzgcrald's
cf f ice :nd your Director, Karerr llacker, with reqa rd Lo c:re above-
referenced maLLer, conve.rsat.i-ons to which i was not pri vy, r wou]cl
reques-, on behalf of The V-rricipa-I ArtLh.o:i ty of the Crty of McKeesport,
thac we schedule ano--he i' meeti-nq betwee:r represontatives of your off:ce

1



and The Municipal Authori ty of the Ciiy of l"lcKeesport to hopef ully
anir:ahlv FFsnlrre the current drsnrrfc hetrrrnoh fhe n;rrieq rclatjno ro 1-heLwUqll LriE yqt LIsJ LgrqurlrV uV Ll!g

amount of the Civil Pena-ty, if any, The Munic:pal Arrthoriiy of *-he City
of McKeesport $/ouid have to pay to the Allegheny Count-y Health Deoariment
to resolve the dispute so thai bot.h parties can avoid Lhe unnecessary t,ine
and expense of proceeding to a Hearing before an ACministratirre P-earing
0fficer.

Hopefully your office wiil honor this request for a subscqucnt
meeting between the parties and, if so, please advise me of ycur dates of
availabilrty in the inonths of June and July 2C16 when you and your
represenLar-ives woulC be available for the neeting in your offJ-ces. I
know L.haE, because of everybody's prearranged sllromer vacation sched.ules,
it may be diff:.cult to get all necessa.ry parLies logeLher at the same time
but, as soon as I recerve your available dates, i w-LII do my urmost- t-o
make sure that one of those dates is convenienr for representatives of The
Munlcipal Authorlty of the Ci*-y of McKeesport.

Please feel free lo contact me if you have any questions or require
any further infornation in this maEter.

Sincerely yours,
Georqe S. Gobel7 Esquire
SoLicicor, MACM

Confidentiality Notioc; This e-mail message, including my attachments, is for the sole use of the intended
recipiort(s) and may contain confidential and privileged infbrmatiou. Any unauthorized review, use, disclosure,
forwarding, or distribution is prohibited. If you are not the intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply
e-mail and destroy all copies of the original message. Any questions should be directed to Allegheny County
Service Desk at 412-350-HELP (412-350-4357) or e-mail ServiceDesk@AlleghenyCounty,US
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