


BEFORE THE

PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION

Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission

v.

FirstEnergy Pennsylvania Electric

Company

Docket No. R-2024-3047068

                                                                                                                                                

PETITION TO INTERVENE OF LOCAL 777 OF THE INTERNATIONAL

BROTHERHOOD OF ELECTRICAL WORKERS, AFL-CIO
________________________________________________________________________ 

To the Honorable Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission (“PUC”):

Pursuant to 52 Pa. Code Sections 5.71 through 5.74, Local Union 777 of the

International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers, AFL-CIO (“IBEW Local 777”), by and

through undersigned counsel, hereby files this Petition to Intervene in the above-

captioned proceeding.  In support thereof, IBEW Local 777 states as follows:

1.  Petitioner is IBEW Local 777, 75 Pike Street, Middletown, Pennsylvania

17057.

2.  IBEW Local 777 is a “labor organization” as defined by the National Labor

Relations Act of 1935, 29 U.S.C. § 152(5).
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3.  The name and address of IBEW Local 777’s attorneys are:

Mark E. Belland

O’BRIEN, BELLAND & BUSHINSKY, LLC

509 South Lenola Road, Building 6

Moorestown, New Jersey  08057

Phone: (856) 795-2181

Fax:  (856) 581-4214

mbelland@obbblaw.com   

Nicholas J. Enoch, pro hac vice application forthcoming

LUBIN & ENOCH, P.C.

349 North 4  Avenueth

Phoenix, Arizona 85003-1505

Phone:  (602) 234-0008

Fax:  (602) 626-3586

nick@lubinandenoch.com 

4.  On April 2, 2024, FirstEnergy Pennsylvania Electric Company (“FE PA”) filed

with the PUC its Supplement No. 3 to FE PA’s Tariff Electric - Pa. P.U.C. No. 1

(“Filing”), representing a request for a general increase in its electric distribution rates.  A

summary of, and rationale for, FE PA’s filing is attached hereto as Exhibit A.  It is self-

evident that FE PA’s unionized workforce will be directly impacted by the investments in

FE PA’s electric delivery systems described therein and the outcome of this proceeding.

5.  IBEW Local 777 has the privilege of being the exclusive bargaining

representative for approximately 486 employees of the Metropolitan Edison Company

(“Med-Ed”) and an additional 82 Customer Service Representatives employed by the

First Energy Service Company (“FE”) at its Call Center located at 2800 Pottsville Pike,

Reading, Pennsylvania 19605-2459.  In conjunction therewith, IBEW Local 777 has
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entered into two separate, and comprehensive, collective bargaining agreements

(“CBAs”) with Met-Ed and FE governing the conditions, terms and working conditions

of these employees.  See generally attached Exhibits B  & C.   These CBAs not only1 2

further the policy of the United States, as set forth in 29 U.S.C. § 151, but they do so in a

way that is consistent with the Mission of this PUC, to wit, “to balance the needs of

consumers and utilities; ensure safe and reliable utility service at reasonable rates; protect

the public interest; educate consumers to make independent and informed utility choices;

further economic development; and foster new technologies and competitive markets in

an environmentally sound manner.”

6.  Credit ratings have a material financial impact on any public utility’s cost of

capital, and by extension, its customers.  As set forth in its General Base Rate Filing, FE

PA plans to invest significant capital over the next several years, and any degradation of

its credit would result in substantially higher costs to customers over the long term.  When

assessing credit risk of issuers in the electric sector, one of the factors that is regularly

considered is whether the labor relationship between the public utility and its labor

union(s) is satisfactory.  Significant failures in these regards can cause service

interruptions and labor cost increases and, in turn, can have a material adverse effect on

the utility’s operation.  As set forth in the introductory sections of the Met-Ed CBA,

  The Met-Ed CBA has been extended through April 30, 2026.1

  The FE Call Center CBA has been extended through October 31, 2027.2
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attached hereto as Exhibit B, FE PA, its customers, and IBEW Local 777 all share a

vested interest in seeing that FE PA maintains a strong credit rating.    

7.  IBEW Local 777 anticipates sponsoring testimony from its principal elected

officer, Daulph A. Kline.

8.  IBEW Local 777’s Petition to Intervene is timely filed within the time

permitted by 52 Pa. Code § 5.74.

9.  IBEW Local 777 continues to review FE PA’s filing, including the

accompanying direct testimony and exhibits, and has not yet definitively established its

position on the matters presented therein.  IBEW Local 777 reserves the right to take

positions and seek relief based on its review of the various filings, discovery responses, or

the positions taken by other parties in this proceeding.

10.  As the foregoing demonstrates, IBEW Local 777 not only has a direct interest

in the outcome of this rate proceeding, but what is more, there is a substantial risk that

this case may impair its interests absent being permitted to intervene in this matter.  See

52 Pa. Code § 5.72(a)(2).  IBEW Local 777 is confident that its participation in these

proceedings will not unduly broaden the issues presented herein.  Similarly, given its

unique status as the exclusive representative of hundreds of employees who work directly

for Met-Ed and FE, no existing or potential party could adequately protect the interests of

IBEW Local 777 or offer the perspective that it is uniquely positioned to present.   See 52

Pa. Code § 5.72(a)(3).  Thus, IBEW Local 777 submits that its participation in this
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proceeding will lead to a more well-reasoned decision on the part of the PUC.

WHEREFORE, it is respectfully requested that IBEW Local 777 be permitted to

intervene in the above-captioned matter as a party.

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED this 30  day of April, 2024.th

O’BRIEN, BELLAND & BUSHINSKY, LLC

LUBIN & ENOCH, P.C.

By: /s/ Mark E. Belland , Esq.

Mark E. Belland (Pa. I.D. No. 41728)

509 South Lenola Road, Building 6

Moorestown, New Jersey  08057

Phone: (856) 795-2181

Fax:  (856) 581-4214

mbelland@obbblaw.com

mmadsen@obbblaw.com 

Nicholas J. Enoch (Arizona State Bar No. 16473)

349 North 4  Avenueth

Phoenix, Arizona 85003-1505

Phone:  (602) 234-0008

Fax:  (602) 626-3586

nick@lubinandenoch.com 

Counsel to Intervenor-Applicant IBEW Local 777

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I hereby certify that I have this day served a true copy of the foregoing document

upon the following parties to this proceeding in accordance with the requirements of 52

Pa. Code § 1.54 (relating to service by participant).

Tori L. Giesler, Esq.

Darshana Singh, Esq.

Angelina M. Umstead, Esq.

FirstEnergy Service Company
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tgiesler@firstenergycorp.com 

singhd@firstenergycorp.com 

aumstead@firstenergycorp.com  

David B. MacGregor, Esq.

Garrett P. Lent, Esq.

Nicholas A. Stobbe, Esq.

Devin T. Ryan, Esq.

dmacgregor@postschell.com

glent@postschell.com

nstobbe@postschell.com 

dryan@postschell.com 

Attorneys for FE PA

Scott B. Granger, Esq.

sgranger@pa.gov 

Attorney for Bureau of Investigation and Enforcement, Pennsylvania Public Utility

Commission

NazAarah Sabree, Small Business Advocate

ra-sba@pa.gov 

Office of Small Business Advocate

Rebecca Lyttle, Esq.

Sharon E. Webb, Esq.

Assistant Small Business Advocate

relyttle@pa.gov 

swebb@pa.gov

 

Harrison W. Breitman, Esq.

Emily A. Farren, Esq.

Hbreitman@paoca.org

Efarren@paoca.org 

Assistant Consumer Advocates

Ria M. Pereira, Esq.

Elizabeth R. Marx, Esq.

John W. Sweet, Esq.

Lauren N. Berman, Esq.
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pulp@pautilitylawproject.org

Attorneys for Intervenor-Applicant CAUSE-PA

Brian T. Kadlubek, Esq.

btkadlubek@lawgol.com

Attorney for Intervenor-Applicant IBEW Local 459

/s/ Cristina Gallardo-Sanidad
F:\Law Office\client directory\IBEW L 777\002\Pleadings\2024-4-30 (1577-002) Petition to Intervene.wpd
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